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How do environmental issues affect the day-to-day 
work of non-environmental CSOs and their 

communities and target groups?

- Introduction 
- political context: EU Green Deal
- Case study: decarbonisation of 

energy and transport sectors 
- is Green Deal surviving?

- Green Agenda for WB: the force of abbreviations - EIP, WBIF, CBAM, etc…



my experience:

• whole active life I am a „sustainable energy and climate 
campaigner”, in environmental CSO in Zagreb, Croatia 
(since 1986 till 2020),

• 1991.-1998. Climate Action Network (coordinator for 
CEE),

• 2013.-2020. member of EESC on behalf of national 
network of environmental CSOs in Croatia (Green 
Forum),

• EEB President (as a candidate of Environmental 
Ambassadors (EASD), Serbia), and REGEA Board
member on behalf of the Zagreb city.



Energy and Climate Program:
„advocate sustainable energy by promoting 

energy efficiency and renewables”



Campaign „SOS for Adriatic”: 
stop oil exploration in the Adriatic sea!



- workshops on 
DYS solar 
collectors' 
production



SOLAR ACADEMY
Island Šolta, Hrvatska





- former military barrack is transformed into 
in popular regional centre for education and 
inspiration in the field of sustainable 
development and environmental advocacy

- over 70 educational seminars and practical 
workshops were held with more than 1400 
participants, primarily youth participants 
from a whole region of South East Europe



“300% RES for Western Balkan!” 
campaign

• Influence a public perception and debate on energy transition by elaborating 
and advocating 300% REC energy scenario for WB.

•  Such scenario, in which local renewable sources will not just cover national 
demand, but generate significant income from exporting of green energy to EU 
joint market, can contribute to the public awareness and policy shift in favour of 
energy transition. 

• Special emphasis should be put to possible role of citizens and local 
communities as a possible producers and economic beneficiaries from such 
development opportunity.



European Economic and Social Committee



Trilogue

In the context of the European Union’s ordinary legislative procedure, a trilogue is an 
informal interinstitutional negotiation bringing together representatives of the European 
Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European Commission. The aim of 
a trilogue is to reach a provisional agreement on a legislative proposal that is acceptable 
to both the Parliament and the Council, the co-legislators. 

This provisional agreement must then be adopted by each of those institutions’ formal 
procedures.



• clear and relative ambitious climate targets for 2030 and 
2050,

•  introduction and adoption of a wave of legislation,
•  hundreds of billions of euros in EU green funding have 

been mobilized. 
•  most of that despite the COVID-19 pandemic and 

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine!!!



The EGD: where it came from?









Case study: decarbonisation of 
energy and transport sectors 

Transformed systems based on:

- efficiency
- renewables (solar, wind, biomass, hydro)
- flexibility and decentralisation
- electrification

In addition, community energy is also socially sustainable, due to:
 
   - local ownership!







- Record fall in EU power sector 
emissions, with unprecedented collapse in 
coal and gas power!
 - Renewables grew as wind produced 
more EU electricity than gas for first time in 
2023 !

• “The EU’s power sector is in the middle of a 
monumental shift,” said Ember’s Europe 
programme director, Sarah Brown. “Fossil fuels are 
playing a smaller role than ever as a system with 
wind and solar as its backbone comes into view.”



• An unprecedented collapse in EU coal and gas 
electricity generation in 2023 led to a record drop 
in power sector emissions. 

• The EU’s shift away from fossil fuels was evident 
with record drops in coal generation (-26%) as well 
as gas (-15%). 

• This led to the largest decline on record for EU 
power sector emissions too (-19%), as wind and 
solar grew and electricity demand fell. 

• Renewables continued to increase as wind power 
generation (18%) overtook gas (17%) for the first 
time in 2023 (total with hydro 44%). 

• SOURCE: European Electricity Review published by 
think tank Ember (link in Anex). 



























The European Green Deal
is here to stay!



Green Agenda for WB: the 
force of abbreviations - EIP, 

WBIF, CBAM, etc…

• Basics, political context and resources, 
• Involvement of WB and EU environmental CSOs, 

• Potential for involvement of "non-environmental" 
CSOs, 



Major EU-WB processes relevant to green
transition:

• EU enlargement and approximation process

• The Energy Community Treaty and Secretariat Since July 2006. Its key 
objective is to extend the EU internal energy market rules and principles to countries in 
Southeast Europe, the Black Sea region and beyond on the basis of a legally-binding 
framework.

• Berlin process, the Western Balkans Investment Framework (WBIF), 
The Transport Community,….etc.,

• the Green Agenda for the Western Balkan (GAWB), and the GAWB 
Action Plan,

• CBAM
• FOR COOPERATION OF CSOs: EESC Western Balkans Follow-up 

Committee and Joint Consultative Committee (JCC) for countries



EU accession process and EP 
enlargement resolutions:

• „STRASBOURG — At the plenary session held on November 23,2022, the 
European Parliament adopted the resolution on the new EU enlargement 
strategy, proposed by MP Tonino Picula from the Group of Socialists and 
Democrats (S&D), with 502 votes in favor, 75 votes against, 62 
abstentions.”

• The enlargement reports are the European Parliament’s response to 
the annual Commission reports on the candidate and the potential 
candidate countries for EU accession. Resolutions adopted in plenary 
represent the European Parliament's official position as regards EU 
relations with these countries.

https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/policy/eu-and-western-balkans_en






• „Invite the Regional Cooperation Council to coordinate, in close cooperation with 
regional sectoral organisations and relevant authorities of the WB economies in 
charge of policy areas covered by the Green Agenda for the Western Balkans, 
the preparation of an action plan with roadmaps for implementation of this 
Declaration and to establish an effective and efficient monitoring system.”

• NOTE: Sofia Declaration DO NOT MENTION CIVIL SOCIETY!



EU-Western Balkans summit, 
Brdo pri Kranju, Slovenia, 6 
October 2021
• The EU will provide €9 billion worth of grant funding through 10 investment 

flagships. In this way the EIP aims to:

• spur long-term economic recovery

• accelerate a green and digital transition

• support regional cooperation

• foster convergence with the EU

• The EIP will also help attract public and private investments, backed by the 
Western Balkan Guarantee Facility, which has a potential to mobilise €20 billion.

• The EU support is linked to tangible progress on the rule of law, socio-
economic reforms and adherence to European values, rules and standards.



Brdo declaration
• „The Western Balkans partners reiterate their dedication to European 

values and principles and to carrying out necessary reforms in the 
interest of their people. The EU welcomes the restated commitment of 
the Western Balkans partners to the primacy of democracy, fundamental 
rights and values and the rule of law, and to sustaining efforts in the 
fight against corruption and organised crime, support for good 
governance, human rights, gender equality and the rights of persons 
belonging to minorities. (…)”

•  „An empowered civil society and independent and pluralistic media 
are crucial components of any democratic system and we welcome and 
support the role they play in the Western Balkans.”







“DECLARATION ON ENERGY SECURITY AND 
GREEN TRANSITION IN THE WESTERN 

BALKANS”, BERLIN PROCESS, 2022.

• The Declaration “stipulates that commitment to the European Green Deal and 
improved regional cooperation will be further “conceptualized, supported and 
monitored” within the framework of the Energy Community and aligned with the 
European Green Deal”.

• The leaders of the six countries have committed to expanding the development of 
renewable energy sources and implementing and using the regional system 
established in the Energy Community for issuing and trading guarantees of origin.

• NOTE: Berlin Energy Declaration DO NOT MENTION CIVIL SOCIETY, CIVIL ENERGY, 
OR ENERGY COMMUNITIES IN THE CONTEXT OF LOCAL COOPERATIVES!







Links to major sources:
• https://ember-climate.org/insights/research/european-

electricity-review-2024/
• https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/new-governance-

framework-safeguard-european-green-deal
• https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-

reveal-citizens-support-
energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-
11-28&pk_keyword=polls-reveal-citizens-support-
energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=e
mail&pk_content=readmore

https://www.bruegel.org/policy-brief/new-governance-framework-safeguard-european-green-deal
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https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-11-28&pk_keyword=polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_content=readmore
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-11-28&pk_keyword=polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_content=readmore
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-11-28&pk_keyword=polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_content=readmore
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-11-28&pk_keyword=polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_content=readmore
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-11-28&pk_keyword=polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_content=readmore
https://www.cleanenergywire.org/factsheets/polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende?pk_campaign=daily_newsletter_2023-11-28&pk_keyword=polls-reveal-citizens-support-energiewende&pk_source=newsletter&pk_medium=email&pk_content=readmore
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