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Is the EU Green Deal for 
real?

• Basics, political context, and resources 

• Case study: decarbonisation of energy sector 

• Non-environmental aspect: "Just transition" and 
"Nobody left behind" concepts



Introduction
(from which perspective and experience I am speaking?)

• whole active life I am a „sustainable energy and climate 
campaigner”, in environmental CSO in Zagreb, Croatia 
(till 2020.),

• 1991.-1998. Climate Action Network (coordinator for 
CEE),

• 2013.-2020. member of EESC on behalf of national 
network of environmental CSOs in Croatia (Green 
Forum),

• EEB Bord member (as a candidate of Environmental 
Ambassadors (EASD), Serbia).



Energy and Climate Program:
„advocate sustainable energy by promoting 

energy efficiency and renewable”





Campaign „SOS for Adriatic”: 

stop oil exploration in the Adriatic sea!



- workshops on 

DYS solar 
collectors' 
production



SOLAR ACADEMY
Island Šolta, Hrvatska





- former military barrack is transformed into 
in popular regional centre for education and 
inspiration in the field of sustainable 
development and environmental advocacy

- over 70 educational seminars and practical 
workshops were held with more than 1400 
participants, primarily youth participants 
from a whole region of South East Europe







„a bridge between EU and organised civil society”



European Economic and Social Committee



European Economic and Social Committee



Trilogue

In the context of the European Union’s ordinary legislative procedure, a trilogue is an 
informal interinstitutional negotiation bringing together representatives of the European 
Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European Commission. The aim of 
a trilogue is to reach a provisional agreement on a legislative proposal that is acceptable 
to both the Parliament and the Council, the co-legislators. 

This provisional agreement must then be adopted by each of those institutions’ formal 
procedures.



Different mandate of the EU for 
energy and climate policies!!!

• Energy policy is „a national prerogative”
The TFEU establishes the core objectives of EU energy policy (Art 194): ensuring the functioning of 
the energy market, ensuring security of energy supply, promoting energy efficiency and energy 
saving and the development of new and renewable forms of energy, and promoting the 
interconnection of energy networks. It also reaffirms that such EU measures shall not affect an EU 
country’s right to determine the conditions for exploiting its energy resources, its choice between 
different energy sources and the general structure of its energy supply.

• Climate policy is „a common policy of the EU”
The TFEU emphasises the importance of integrating environmental protection into the definition 
and execution of EU policies and activities, with the ultimate goal of promoting sustainable 
development (Article 11). Specifically, the EU is required to safeguard and enhance environmental 
quality, encourage the responsible use of natural resources, and spearhead international initiatives 
to address regional and global environmental issues, especially climate change (Article 191). 
Additionally, while EU countries are responsible for financing and executing environmental policies, 
this does not diminish the role of the EU in taking appropriate measures (Article 192[4]).



the European Green Deal
• clear and relative ambitious climate targets for 2030 and 

2050,

• introduction and adoption of a wave of legislation,

• hundreds of billions of euros in EU green funding have been 
mobilized. 

• most of that despite the COVID-19 pandemic and Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine!!!

• green transition maintained as a part of the management of 
these crises.

• The investment plan to address the pandemic –
NextGenerationEU – emphasized climate-relevant 
investments, while the REPowerEU plan to minimize reliance 
on energy imports from Russia has focused on rollout of 
green alternatives



The EGD: where it came from?















• Nonetheless, difficulties lay ahead for the green transition in Europe. Meeting the 
EU’s climate-change mitigation goals will require EU countries to take increasingly 
challenging decisions in the next few years.

•  Unfortunately, the actions they take are unlikely to be commensurate with the 
common climate-neutrality ambition, for two reasons: 

• The first is a coordination failure. The main climate targets have been set at EU level 
while essential policies – particularly energy policies – remain largely national. The 
result is that collective action is likely to be insufficient. 

• Second, reaching the climate targets requires profound changes to lifestyles and will 
have distributional consequences that could lead to a political backlash. This is 
already happening. Ahead of the 2024 European elections, more and more voices 
are speaking out in support of a slowing down of the decarbonisation process. 

• Some recent national elections in EU countries, including Italy, Finland and Sweden, 
have seen a strengthening of voices critical of ambitious domestic climate polices, to 
the extent that the survival of the current consensus on climate neutrality within the 
European Council cannot be taken for granted.











BUT!

• a few weeks after the announcement of the European 
Green Deal Investment Plan: outbreak of the COVID-19 
pandemic in Europe!

• The next phase requires a focus on the housing and 
transport sectors and therefore implies higher costs for 
individuals and households than the first phase.

• In the coming years, EU member states will need to 
make difficult choices about how to bear and share the 
near- and medium-term costs of the transition.





Thank you for the 
attention

>>
>>
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